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Ivoryton Illuminations Ever Brighter Thanks to Support from The Essex Foundation
$8900 Grant Awarded for Purchase of State-of-the-Art Light Display System

Essex, CT – The Essex Foundation Board of Directors recently granted $8900 to the Ivoryton Village Alliance in 
support of the volunteer group’s e�orts to modernize the Ivoryton Illuminations Light 
Show. The holiday event attracts thousands of visitors to the Ivoryton Green each year and features two 
24-foot Christmas tree props. The upgrade e�ort includes replacing over 10,000 traditional holiday lights with 
state-of-the-art pixel lights, purchasing new controllers and power units, and acquiring a new computer 
system for a more synchronized and visually dazzling display. 
      
      “We are incredibly grateful to The Essex Foundation for their   
      generous support,” said Jonathan Steele, President of the   
      Ivoryton Village Alliance. “This grant allows us to bring the   
      Ivoryton Illuminations into a new era, enhancing the magic of   
      the holidays while honoring the tradition our community   
      cherishes.

      Strickland Hyde, President of The Essex Foundation added, “The  
      Foundation board members are delighted to help ensure the   
      continued success and sustainability of the Illuminations show.  
The Alliance members are a dedicated group of enthusiasts who put their all into providing a captivating 
community experience and they have our whole-hearted support.”

The Essex Foundation, Inc. is a nonpro�t 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to making a di�erence in the lives of 
Essex residents. Supported by donations from the community, funding is provided for a broad range of needs 
not met by other organizations or sources. More information can be found online at www.theessexfounda-
tion.org or by emailing contact@theessexfoundation.org.

The Ivoryton Village Alliance is a volunteer-led 501(c)(3) nonpro�t organization that relies on donations and 
grants to support its work. Best known for sponsoring the annual Ivoryton Illuminations, the Alliance also 
organizes the town’s July 4th parade and co-hosts Trunk or Treat during the Pumpkin Festival. Through these 
events and ongoing community involvement, the Alliance is working to raise awareness of its mission and 
encourage broader public support.
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Pictured Above: Ivoryton Village Alliance board members (l-r) Darwyn Azzinaro, Mary McCoid, Jules Hines, and 
Jonathan Steele accept a grant award from The Essex Foundation board members Cheryl Harger, Bruce Glowac, 
Marla Bogaert, Gary Riggio, and Judy Bombaci to fund a new light display system for the annual Ivoryton Illumina-
tions show.  


